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IDENTTTY &KMODERNITY

The arclntectural concept of thus project stems from a design philosophy that
rejects the blind adoption of Western architectural tvpologies, fimly alignmg
itsell with Arab and Baghdadi cultural identity, This approach manifests m a
contemporary visual language that aligns with present-day advancements without
compromusig the spanal and social roots of the context.

The facade screens serve as the primary testament to this dialogue between past
and present; rather than mere modern ormamentaton, they are a contemporary
remterpretation msped by the traditional Baghdach 'Shamshul’. The design
himdamentally embraces the values of visual privacy and spatial sanctity, tmlored
to local socetal traditions, Tlus estabhishes a soplusticated equilibrium that
merges passive envirommental efficency with an mtelligent, controlled
openness—connectng the buildimg to 1ts urban siwrroundings whale fully
safeguarding lnman prvacy. It 1s a design deeply rooted m 1ts soil, breathing its
hentage while speaking the language of its era.
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PRIVACY & ERGONOMICS

Wood-grain alummum louvers act as a smart
environmental and visual envelope that defines
the main entrance. This system performs a dual
function, balancing thermal protection with visual
privacy. It provides passive solar shading that
shields the user from direct sunlight durng that
transittonal moment of grounding personal
belongmgs and loads to unlock the door, while
elegantly screening the entryway from the outside
without isolating the space from its natural
surroundings.

This environmental system integrates to shelter a
well-considered 'transiion zone' at the threshold,
tatlored to respond to datly human ergonomics.
The protected space provides a fhud circulation
solution that allows users to comfortably ground
personal loads and belongngs, enabling a
seamless, unobstructed entry sequence while
remforcing the concept of human-cenine design.

[ ] Transition Zone
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PRIVACY &ERGONOMICS

The nght section of the balcony, featuring vertical slots wath muunature perforated
screens, directly responds to the challenges of facing a mun public street. Thus
treatment 1s deeply mspired by traditional Baghdad: 'Shanishil', which Instoncally
mediated the relatonship between the private and public realms. Serving as a
socio-envirommental hlter, this semu-opaque wall allows dayvhight and fresh air 1o
permeate the space while blocking direct sighthnes from the soeet—an
architectural response perfectly tallored to local cultural traditions that priontize
residential privacy without disconnectng from the urban sunroundings.

In contrast to the screened mass, the open left section of the balcony embodies
modermty and contemporary openness through an expansive panormmie glazed
facade that extends toward the outdoor enviromment. This side 15 mtentionally
designed to be less private and more visually conmected to the city, maxnmzing
natural davhight and spatal extension. Through this volumetne contrast, the
design successtully establishes a balanced dialogue between absolute privacy and
mitelligent openness, seamlessly merging moderm outward-looking concepts with
the authentic hertage of the past within a smgle architectural facade.
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PRIVACY &ERGONOMICS

The buildmg's rooftop has been mtelligently utihzed by sheltering a dedicated
zone to create a sustainable, semi-outdoor fanuly living space. The ceiling
incorporates a traditional tmber joist system (Kurd) to mtroduce warmth and
texture, while the envelope features perforated sereen walls, This configuration
serves a dual socio-environmental purpose: it mitigates visual overlooking onto
the building and grants enhanced privacy to the user, while simultaneously
filtering natural daylight and promoting passive cross-ventilation. The result is a
thermally comfortable microclimate that modemizes the traditional rooftop
experience.




